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1980 TREASURER'S REPORT 
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1980 CHRISTMAS COUNT 

One hundred and two species (three more than last year) were reported in the 1980 
Christmas Count, and three species (two more than last year) were reported present during the 
count week but not seen on the count day. These increases were in spite of one less count — 
Crawford — this year. Two additional races were reported, compared to three last year. The 
individual count this year was 317,910, compared to 188,102 last year, with the Snow Goose 
count at Omaha, particularly, and at DeSoto and the Mallard count at DeSoto accounting for 
more than the difference between' the two year’s counts. Twelve species, the same number as 
last year, were reported from all reporting stations. 
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The columns are arranged in an approximate west (left) to east (right) order, with the 
northernmost location of those of about equal longitude given first. The symbol “H” is used to 
indicate a species present during the count period but not recorded on the count day. Figures 


Great*. Blae Heron 

Canada 4 ©fee 

rotated Goose 

Snow ©Jest* 

Mallard 

Black Duet. 

Pintail 

Green-winged Teal 
Blue-winged Teal 
'Qltytajae© Thai 
American jfigeon 
northern Shoveler 
Redhead 

Ring-necked Duck 
Ganvashack 
Lesser Scaup 
Common Goldeneye 
Hooded Merganser 
Common Merganser 
duck sp. 

Sharp-shinned Hawk 
Cooper's Hawk 
Accipiter sp. 
Red-tailed Hawk 
Swainson's Hawk 
Rough-legged Hawk 
Ferruginous Hawk 
Buteo sp. 

Golden Eagle 
immatures 
undesignated 
Bald Eagle 
adults 
immatures 
undesignated 
Marsh Hawk 
Prairie Falcon 
Peregrine Falcon 
Merlin 

American Kestrel 
Greater Prairie Chicken 
Sharp-tailed Grouse 


Scotts- 

hluff 


m 


North Kear- Hast- Lin- DeSoto 

Platte Ity ings coin 


if# 37 17 


Omaha 


22 


221 106 


8 

1 


72,000 110.600 
29 90,000 1,580 

19 

11 3 

2 

4 


14 


5 2 


18 


H 


2 52- 

2 2 

1 6 1 - 


2 

H 

3 6 

47 6o 

H 2 

12 6 

3 85 

2 2 - 
1 

1 

4Q 38 51 

4 3 2 


1 

( 1 ) 


1 


1 

( 1 ) 

1? 

(13) 

(4) 


( 2 ) 


3 1 - 

8 13 5 1 

27 
3 


5 4 


(25) 

( 19 ) 


19 11 3 

2 - 

1 

2 - 1 

18 8 28 




Nebraska Bird Review 


which were underlined in the report, or which were marked “high”, are underlined; those which 
were marked “low” are overlined. 

DeSoto National Wildlife Refuge, 21 December, the count circle centered on the 
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headquarters building, west to Blair and east to Missouri Valley, Iowa, including all of the Refuge, 
Wilson Island, and Fort Calhoun; elevation 992 to 1375 ft.; habitat coverage: cultivated fields 
40%, woodland 40%, water areas 15%, residential 5%; 6:00 AM to 5:00 FM; AM mostly cloudy, 
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PM partly cloudy; 13° to 28° F; wind calm to 5 mph.; no snow cover; fresh water mostly frozen; 
wild food crop fair. Twenty-one observers in 5 parties, none at feeders. Total party hours 40,16.5 
on foot, 23.5 by car, plus 3.5 owling. Total party miles 360.5,23.5 on foot, 337 by car. Tanya Bray, 
Charles Fritschen, Ruth Gochenour, Ruth Green, Janet Greer, Alan Grenon, Betty Grenon, 
Rev. Thomas Hoffman, Jim Kovanda, Sandy Kovanda, David Menke (compiler), Steve 
Moorman, Babs Padelford, Loren Padelford, June Parks, Neal Ratzlaff, B.J. Rose, RossSilcock, 
Eric Volden, Barb Wilson, Rick Wright. 

Hastings, 27 December, the count circle centered south of town, 1.5 miles south of Highway 
6 and .5 miles east of Highway 281, which includes the city parks, Parkview Cemetery, Crystal 
Lake Recreation Grounds, fields and pastures, woodlands along the Little Blue River, and 
lagoons west of Glenvil; habitat coverage: farmland 75%, parks 15%, residential 10%; 8:00 AM to 
4:15 PM; clear; 30° to 50° F; wind SW 5 to 8 mph; no snow cover; fresh water frozen. Seven 
observers, 5 in 3 parties, 2 at feeders. Total party hours 11, 4 on foot, 7 by car. Total party miles 
92, 8 on foot, 84 by car. Vlasta Butler, Elsie Helzer, Esther Kennedy, Dorothy Marsh, Ruth and 
Elden Percival, Carl Throckmorton, Bernice Welch (compiler). 

Kearney, 27 December, area covered included Kearney Cemetery, Harmon Park, 
Cottonmill Recreation Area, Odessa bridge, Kearney bridge, Fort Kearney State Historical 
Park, and Fawn Meadow Lake; clear; 28° to 65° F; no snow cover. Twenty observers in 1 party. 
Total party miles. 65. Margaret Bliese, George (compiler) and Marian Brown, Terry and Teresa 
Fitchner, David Glatter, Pete and Ethel Hanson, Alice Heckman, Glen Haselbarth, Bev Kimball, 
Bob Price, Norma Radford, Alice Rumery, Kevin Rumery, Delphine Sanks, Ward and Norma 
Schrack, Junis Thielen, Lyle White. 

Lincoln, 21 December, the count circle centered on South Coddington and A Streets, to 
include Pioneers Park, about 8 miles of Wilderness Park, Lagoon Park, Yankee Lake and 
Conestoga Lake areas, eastern half of Pawnee Lake, and Wyuka Cemetery; elevation 1000 to 
1300 ft.; habitat coverage: deciduous woods 38%, weedy draws 20%, harvested corn and milo 
fields 20%, coniferous woods 10%, lakes and streams 10%, mixed woods and cemeteries 2%; 
midnight to 6:30 PM; AM clear, PM cloudy; 12° to 28° F; wind south, 5 to 25 mph; no snow cover; 
lakes frozen solid, Salt Creek above Lincoln partly frozen but flowing, below Lincoln, entirely 
open; wild food crop good. Thirty-one observers, 29 in 13 parties, 2 at feeders. Total party hours 
89, 66 on foot, 23 by car, plus 4 at feeders and 8.5 owling. Total party miles 516,86 on foot, 430 by 
car. Audubon Naturalists Club and guests. George and Irene Alexander, Paul Bedell, Denise 
Christopherson, David and Cindy Cochran, Elma Cook, Daryl and Margaret Giblin, Everett and 
Mildred Gross; Ralph (compiler), Ellen, and David Harrington; Craig Hersinger, Norma 
Johnson, Mike Kaspari, Bob Manning, Pete Maslowski, Lee Morris, Rosalind Morris, Ralph 
Neild, John and Mabel Ott, Hazel Scheiber, Dave Smith, Steve Sprengle, Frances Taylor, Skip 
Volkmann, Don Williams, Joe Young. The House Finches were seen by Norma Johnson at her 
feeder, along with purple Finches, Pine Siskins, and Cardinals. She was able to distinguish the 
House from the Purple Finches by the finer streakings and the lack of a prominent eye stripe. 
Her home is in an excellent habitat, with large coniferous trees. Daryl and Margaret Giblin had 
excellent observations of the Lincoln’s Sparrow and the Peregrine Falcon. The Saw-whet Owl, 
another of their observations, was believed to be the one that was released from the Raptor 
Rehabilitation Center. In spite of the 64 species, which is the second highest total for the Linoln 
count, and some interesting and unusual species, most observers (including Mr. Harrington) 
found birding generally poor. It is his opinion that more observers and better coverage have 
offset a decline in the number of species and of individuals per party. Starlings were in flocks of 
thousands around the city dump. A flock of Goldfinches, estimated at 500, was feeding in a field 
of wild sunflowers. Weather conditions were the driest he has seen in 20 years of Christmas 
Counts. 

North Platte, 20 December, the count circle centered on Bicentennial and Philip Streets; 
8:00 AM to 5:30 PM; 12° to 24° F; wind SE at 14 to 20 mph; 12 observers in 4 parties; Mrs. Howard 
Wyman, compiler. 

Omaha, 20 December, the count circle centered on Offut Base Lake, to include Fontenelle 
Forest, Lake Manawa (Iowa) State Park, Plattsmouth Waterfowl Refuge, and portions of the 
Platte and Missouri rivers; habitat coverage: woodlands 53%, cultivated fields 25%, grassy fields 
and meadows 6%, rivers and lakes 7%, roadside weedy ditches 6%, parks and cemeteries 1.75%, 
residential 1%, dump .25%; 4:45 AM to 4:45 PM; AM clear, PM mostly cloudy; 0° to 17° F; wind 
SW 4 to 10 mph; no snow cover; rivers and some streams open. Thirty-two observers in 9 
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parties. Total party hours 72, 44 on foot, 28 by car, plus 5.5 owling. Total party miles 379, 46 on 
foot, 333 by car. David Ball, Steve Bellinghiere, Russell Benedock, Tanya Bray, Duane Bright, 
Hal Chase, Denise Graf, Marg Graf, Ruth Green, Janet Greer, Alan Grenon, Betty Grenon, 
Rev. Thomas Hoffman, Perry Jamieson, Stephanie Jamieson, Jim Kovanda, Sandy Kovanda, 
Joan Lastovica, David Menke, Babs Padelford, Loren Padelford, Margaret Perry, Neal Ratzlaff, 
Chester Thomas, David Thomas, John Thomas, John Upchurch, John Weber, Marlene Weber, 
Melba Wigg (compiler), Gertrude Wood, Rick Wright. The Hooded Mergansers were observed 
for about 10 minutes at a distance of about 500 feet, part of the time with a scope; the Merlin was 
seen for a minute or so at about 30 feet; and the Thrush sp. for about 2 minutes at about 15 feet. 
The observers felt that it was a Veery, but in view of the extreme unlikelihood of a Veery and the 
difficulties of distinguishing between the species at times it is not designated. 

Scottsbluff, 20 December, the count circle centered on the bridge across the North Platte 
River at South Broadway, to include Scottsbluff and Gering; elevation 3880 ft.; 7:00 AM to 4:30 
PM; no snow cover; wild food crop excellent. Ten observers; 4 parties with 3 feeder watchers. 
Mrs. Harry Banghart, Lydia Bolz, Lucile Bigelow, Mrs. J.J. Brashear, Mrs. Lee Kenitz, Mrs. 
M.A. J. Olson, Mrs. Wallace Marking, Rodney Smith, Roy and Maud (compiler) Witschy. 
(Wildcat Audubon Chapter). The Pheasant count was the highest in 18 years. A Mockingbird 
was seen 2 days later, also. The White-winged Crossbills were in the top of a spruce in the 
Scottsbluff cemetery. Mrs. Kenitz was attracted to them because she did not recognzie the 
voice, and when she checked them she could see the white wing bars and the crossed bills. 


BOOK REVIEWS 

The Mystery of Migration, Dr. Robin Baker, Chief Contributing Editor, 256 pages, 8 % x 11, 
The Viking Press, Inc. N.Y. Indexed, hardbound, $29.95. 

After an introduction and a definition of migration (which the authors give as all movement) 
it is discussed for plants (spread by runners or the like, or seeds carried by wind, water, or 
animals), invertebrates, insects, fish, amphibians and reptiles, birds, bats, aquatic mammals, 
land mammals, and man. There is also a glossary. Within each group migration patters for some 
species or groups of species are discussed, and the hows and whys and wherefores explored. In 
many cases, particularly for long-distance travelers, how the species determines its location and 
how it navigates is explored, with short descriptions of the experiments that led to the 
conclusions. But the organization by animal groupings means that one interested in a particular 
type of migration, location, or navigation, must search through these groupings for the examples 
beyond the discussion in the introduction. The book has many illustrations, maps, and 
diagrams. It is a general review of migration in all species. It will certainly broaden the view of 
those birders who may tend to think only of birds in connection with long-distance migrations. 

— Editor 


How to Control House Sparrows, Don Grussing, 52 pages, 5% x 814, no index, paperbound, 
available from Roseville Publishing House, P.O. Box 8083, Roseville, Minnesota, 55113, $3.95. 

This book doesn’t give any easy, magic, way to prevent house sparrows from annoying you 
and your bird guests, but it does suggest ways to reduce the problem: reducing the 
attractiveness to sparrows of the general neighborhood, managing the bird-housing and bird¬ 
feeding operations to reduce their attractiveness to sparrows, and control by trapping and the 
like. Because sparrow-infested martin birdhouses are not attractive to martins and are a 
detriment to the neighborhood, he has quite a discussion on how and where to eirect a martin 
house, and how to operate it. There is also a short chapter on defense against starlings. The 
book certainly should be worth its cost to anyone who has a present sparrow problem. And if 
one doesn’t yet have a sparrow problem, an ounce of prevention etc. 


Editor 
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1980 NEBRASKA NESTING SURVEY 

Compiled by Dr. Esther V. Bennett 

Data on the 1980 nesting season in Nebraska were received from nineteen observers, 
reporting on fifty-seven species from twenty-four counties. Counties in the tabulation are listed 
in a west to east order, with the northernmost of approximately equal locations given first. 
Numbers represent Nest Record Cards; Y represents young observed; E represents Cowbird 
eggs found in other nests; F represents feeding young; and N represents nests observed for 
which no Nest Record Card was submitted. Fifty-five species were reported on 191 North 
American Nest Record Cards; in addition, out-of-state nests were reported on three cards. The 
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counties, with column numbers on the tabulation shown in parentheses, and the contributors 
were: Box Butte (4) J.E. Ducey, R.A. Lock; Boyd (13) J.E. Ducey; Cedar (19) G.A. Wingfield; 
Cherry (8) Rick Manning; Cuming (20) Larry L. Einemann; Dawes (3) J.E. Ducey, D.B. Gates, 
R.A. Lock, G.A. Wingfield; Dixon (19) G.A. Wingfield; Douglas (23) Tanya E. Bray, C.E. 
Johnson, E.D. Johnson; Franklin (16) H.J. Turner; Frontier (12) R. Linderholm; Garden (7) B.L. 
Sage, C.F. Zeillemaker; Holt (14) J.E. Ducey; Kearney (15) J.E. Ducey; Keith (9) G.A. Wingfield; 
Knox (17) J.E. Ducey; Lancaster (22) J.E. Ducey, Norma G. Johnson, R.A. Lock; Lincoln (11) 
W.H. Cunningham, G.A. Wingfield; Morrill (5) A.M. Kenitz; Perkins (10) Don Sekjora, G.A. 
Wingfield; Sarpy (24) Barbara Padelford; Saunders (21) Father T.J. Hoffman; Scotts Bluff (2) 
A.M. Kenitz; Sheridan (6) D.B. Gates, R.A. Lock; Sioux (1) J.E. Ducey, R.A. Lock. 

J.E. Ducey and Norma G. Johnson contributed 42 cards each, R.A. Lock 36 cards and G.A. 
Wingfield 24 cards. 
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The following 44 Nebraska species which were reported in 1980 were not reported in the 
1979 Nesting Survey iNBR 48:67 and 83): Pied-billed Grebe, Trumpeter Swan, Blue-winged 
Teal, Cooper’s Hawk, Red-tailed Hawk, Swainson’s Hawk, Merlin, Bobwhite, Gray Partridge, 
American Coot, Piping Plover, American AvoceL Wilson’s Phalarope, Rock Dove, Yellow-billed 
Cuckoo, Black-billed Cuckoo, Great Horned Owl, Burrowing Owl, Common Nighthawk, 
Common Flicker, Eastern Kingbird. Western Wood Pewee, Horned Lark, Rough-winged 
Swallow, Blue day. Red-breasted Nuthatch, Brown Creeper, House Wren, Short-billed Marsh 
Wren, Rock Wren, Brown Thrasher, Blue-gray Gnatcatcher, Cedar Waxwing, Loggerhead 
Shrike, Red-eyed Vireo, House Sparrow Meadowlark, Yellow-headed Blackbird, Red-winged 
Blackbird, Orchard Oriole, Common Crackle, Cardinal, Summer Tanager, and Lark Sparrow. 

Nine species- reported in the 1979 Survey were not reported in 1980: Mallard, Black- 
crowned Night Heron, Ring-necked Pheasant. Kilideer, Black-billed Magpie, Gray Catbird, 
Common Yellow-throat, Dickcissel, arid Rufous sided Towhee. 
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Cedar Waxwing nests, reported by Alice Kenitz, represent the first positive record of this 
species nesting in Morrill County. Some feeding behavior of adults with young was observed 
several years ago, but no nests were located at that time. 

Anyone who sees evidence of nesting — young, or adult birds carrying nesting material, 
food, or fecal sacs — can submit the information without the use of a special form, although it will 
be appreciated if the information is in such form that it can be easily separated by species and 
county. This information will be included in the Nebraska Nesting Survey by letters rather than 
numbers. 

Anyone who has found, or expects to find, an active nest is invited to write for North 
American Nest Record Cards to use in reporting the nest. Each nest requires a separate card, 
except for colonial nesting species, which require a separate card for each visit to the site. 

Cards, instruction sheets, and Laboratory of Ornithology Nest Survey Newsletters may be 
obtained from Dr. Esther V. Bennett, 1641 Devoe Drive, Lincoln, Nebraska 68506. 

Assistant Superintendent Outdoor Education/Recreation 
Parks and Recreation Dept., Lincoln, Nebraska 

NOTES 

WHITE-WINGED SCOTER. On 1 May 19801 had a White-winged Scoter in the yard, at 
most times not more than 15 to 20 feet away from me. It was here an hour or so before the 
neighbor’s cat caused it to fly. I take it that it was very tired or sick because it would just keep 
moving enough that I couldn’t get any closer. 

— Mrs. Don Lockwood, Rt. 1, Orchard, Nebraska 68764 


COOPER’S HAWK. A commotion in the top of a pine tree drew my attention. A Blue Jay 
was being chased by a hawk, whose wings could be heard beating against the pine boughs. When 
the hawk flew away, without the Jay, I could see that it was a Cooper’s Hawk. 

— Doris Gates, R.R. 1, Box 25, Chadron, NE 69337. 

OSPREY CARRYING BLACK-CROWNED NIGHT HERON. On 24 April 1980 I was 
hiking along the north Stream Trail in Fontenelle Forest. Just above tree-top level I saw what at 
first appeared to be a big “blob of feathers”. I quickly realized that I was seeing two birds in flight, 
not just the expected one. It was an Osprey carrying a Black-crowned Night Heron in its feet. 
Apparently the load was too much for the Osprey, and since it was rapidly losing altitude was 
forced to release the Heron. The Heron, appearing none the worse for the experience, flew to 
the top of a tall cottonwood and squawked for 15 to 20 minutes. Every thing I have read had led 
me to believe that Ospreys take only fish, so I cannot account for this strange behavior. 

— Ruth Green, 506 West 31st Avenue, Bellevue, Nebraska 68005 

INDIAN CAVE STATE PARK. On 4 May 19801 heard several Whip-poor-wills calling at 
Indian Cave State Park, Richardson Co. They called from after sunset to just before dawn. At 
dawn some 10 to 15 Turkey Vultures were found roosting in a couple of trees along a foot trail in 
a section of the park that was burned on 28 or 29 April. A Summer Tanager was seen in the 
northern portion of the park on 4 May. 

— Larry L. Einemann, Rt. 3, Box 205, West Point, Nebraska 68788. 


RED-BREASTED NUTHATCH NEST. John Manning, Norfolk, found a Red-breasted 
Nuthatch nest at Steer Creek campground (site 6), McKelvie Division of Nebraska National 
Forest, Cherry Co. Mike and Bob Manning were with him at the time. About two weeks later, 2 
June 1980, Bob and I saw the Nuthatches carrying green-winged insects into the nest hole, which 
was about 7 feet above ground, in a pine tree. The hole faced south, and was about 1” * 1 The 
female removed a fecal sac from the hole. While the female was in the hole the male landed on a 
branch, about 2 feet from me. 

— Rick Manning, 2909 S. 93rd Plaza #1, Omaha, Nebraska 68124 
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WINTER BIRDS. On 2 February 19801 saw Mourning Doves at Fremont, on the next day a 
Yellow-bellied Sapsucker, and 4 February Lapland Longspurs at Fremont and a Great Blue 
Heron in Staunton Co.; on 5 February Red-winged Blackbirds and Brown-headed Cowbirds in 
Antelope Co.; and Red Crossbills, Golden-crowned Kinglets, Golden Eagle, and Shrike sp. at 
Pine Glen WMA (Brown Co.); On 6 February Red Crossbills (several hundred) Pine Siskins, 7 
Evening Grosbeaks, and Golden-crowned Kinglets in Cherry Co., and Townsend’s Solitaire at 
Hidden Paradise, Brown Co. 

— Rick Manning, 2909 South 93rd Plaza, #1, Omaha, Nebraska 68124 

MINDEN NOTES. On 20 April 19801 saw a Peregrine Falcon, south of town. On 15 June I 
flushed a Lark Sparrow from its nest, and found it contained 4 Cowbird and 2 Lark Sparrow 
eggs. I don’t recall finding as many Cowbird eggs in a nest before. On 17 and again on 27 
September I saw a Swamp Sparrow, and on 17 September an immature Sharp-shinned Hawk. 

— Harold Turner, Nichol Hotel, Minden, Nebraska 68959 

PLANT WATCHING. On 26 April 1980 Sandy and Jim Kovanda and Babs Padelford 
found 3 trillium plants (Trillium gradiflorum) blooming near Cottonwood Trail in Fontenelle 
Forest. These were known to be in the Forest, but hadn’t been seen since the mid-1950s. Dr. 
David Sutherland, University of Nebraska at Omaha, went to confirm the finding and discovered 
a large colony of 67 plants a few hundred yards south of the small one. 

— Babs Padelford, 1405 Little John Road, Bellevue, Nebraska 68005 

VOLUME 48 NUMBER 4 OF REVIEW MIS-MARKED 

The last two issues of Volume 48 of the Review were both marked (on the front cover) 
“Volume 48 September, 1980 Number 3”. The page numbers will distinguish between 
the two issues, but an easy mark is that the true Number 4 shows part of the index on the back 
cover. Those who save their copies of the Review should correct the entry on the issue 
containing the index to read “December” and “4” to prevent confusion in the future. 
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1980 (TWENTY-THIRD) 

FALL OCCURRENCE REPORT 

Two hundred eighty-one species (plus a possible Veery) are listed in this report, from 12 
localities. Comparable figures for prior years are: 284 species from 11 localities in 1979, 269 from 
12 in 1978, and 267 from 11 in 1977. 

The information is presented in a rough west (left) to east (right) order, with locations of 
about the same longitude listed with the northernmost first. Two dates indicate the first and last 
records for the period. The symbols used are: 

Jl, Au, Sp, Ot, No, and Dm for the months 

P to indicate a species which is present all the year, although the same individuals may not 
be present during the whole year, and the numbers may vary greatly during the year. 

p, in the Garden Co. column to indicate species which are present all year in the county, but 
not on Crescent Lake NWR. 

S - to indicate a species which arrived before 1 July. 
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s in the Garden Co. column io indicate species which summer in the county but not on 
Crescent Lake NWR. 

W to indicate a species which remained after 31 December (but lack of such an indicator 
does not necessarily mean that the species did not remain). 

w in the Garden Co. column to indicate species which winter in the county but not on 
Crescent Lake NWR. 

S - W indicates much the same thing as “P”, but it is used in cases which are not the normal 
pattern. 

x when the exact date in the month was not given. 

* indicates that the birds were present at two different times in the season. The other dates 
are given in the comments for that locality. 

The reporting locations, contributors (to the extent known), and special comments are: 

Adams, Hastings, 93 species, Miss Bernice Welch, reporter. 

Boone, Albion, 118 species (plus Peep), W.J. Mollhoff. A thousand Sandhill Cranes were in 
the flock seen 21 November. 

Douglas (and Sarpy), Omaha and Bellevue, 225 species (and a possible Veery), Tanya Bray, 
R. G. Cortelyou, Ruth C. Green, Babs and Loren Padelford, Melba Wigg, reporters, Clyde and 
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Emma Johnson, Sandy Kovanda, Andy Saunders, John Upchurch, Rick Wright. On 3 August 
1980 Loren Padelford observed five small white wading birds at the north end of Glenn 
Cunningham Lake (Site 11). This was about 8:30 AM, in bright sunlight. Three of the birds were 
identified as Little Blue Herons. The others were about the same size, but they had black legs, 
black bills, and light coloration between the eyes and the bill. One bird raised its foot out of the 
water far enough to show that it was a pale yellow in color. The observation was made with a 25 x 
60 scope at about 100 yards. The birds were observed for several minutes before they flew off. 
On 31 July, at about the same place, Tanya Bray, Sandy Kovanda, and Babs Padelford watched 
a Buff-breasted Sandpiper for about five minutes, using binoculars and a 25 x scope. The bird 
was walking around the drier part of the mud flat, and then went into the grass and was not seen 
again. They noticed its buffy color, yellow legs, black bill, and very scaly back. It appeared to be 
nearly as large as the Pectoral Sandpipers that were within a few feet of it. The Yellow-throated 
Warbler was a regular visitor at a suet feeder in Jackie Halterman’s yard. The Mississippi Kite 
will be the subject of a separate item in “Notes”. During the Christmas Count a Thrush was seen, 
which the observers felt was a Veery, but because of the unlikelihood of a Veery it was shown as 
“Thrush Sp.”. (See page 33 for a photograph of the Yellow-throated Warbler.) 

Garden, Crescent Lake National Wildlife Refuge, 180 species (plus 4 others for the county 
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but not the Refuge). C. Fred Zeillemaker, reporter, Mollie Bandy, Mary Bamberger, Tim 
Dietlein, JoAnn Foster, Scott Foster, Steven Severson, Monte Shaul, Molly Zeillemaker. The 
mild winter and open water led some species which normally go south to stay. Golden Eagles 
were present in the spring and 1 July, and then recorded again 25 October. Greater Yellowlegs 
returned 29 June. A Yellow-headed Blackbird was also present 9 December to the end of the 
period. The two Cattle Egrets were the second and third fall records. The Black Rail was the 
second Refuge record, and the first summer record. The Semipalmated Plover was three weeks 
earlier than any previous record. The Long-eared Owl was the second fall record. The Hairy 
Woodpecker was the second fall and first winter record (but it is resident elsewhere in the 
county). The Eastern Phoebe was the first fall record. The White-breasted Nuthatch was the 
second record (both 1980) and the first fall and winter record. The only previous fall record for 
Chats was in 1978. The late Yellow-headed Blackbird is wintering with a flock of Red-wings. It 
has one wing that hangs lower than normal, indicating a past injury that possibly influenced its 
stay. The pair of western Tanagers and the Baird’s Sparrow were both first fall records. 

Hall, see Howard. 

Howard (and Hall), St. Libory, 87 species, Bill Schleicher, reporter, George Stoppkotte. 

Lancaster, Lincoln, 136 species, Dr. Norma Johnson, Mrs. Mabel Ott, reporters, Rick 
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Wright. Mrs. Ott had a Rose-breasted x Black-headed Grosbeak from 23 August to 19 
September. Bob Manning has a House Finch at his feeder in Raymond in early September. Dr. 
Johnson had an individual male at her feeder for three days starting 2 November. About two 
weeks later both House and Purple Finches arrived in numbers. Dr. Johnson saw an unusually 
large number and variety of hawks. The Wood Thrush fed on poke-weed berries, in her yard. 

Lincoln, North Platte, 101 species, Marie Cunningham, reporter, Harold Cunningham, 
Margaret Morton, Ella Nielson, Wilma and Howard Wyman. 

McPherson, Tryon, 80 species (plus Peep), Oona Bassett, reporter. Mrs. Bassett’s records 
start with 1 July (since she didn’t file a spring report) and end with 12 October, when she left for 
Arizona. Consequently, winter birds and winter dates do not appear. A Shrike sp. was recorded 
1 July. The Abert’s Towhee was seen in the bushes outside her picture window. She is familiar 
with both the Brown and Abert’s Towhees from her winters in Arizona, and recognized this bird 
as an Abert’s. She particularly noticed the black face. 

Sarpy, see Douglas. 

Saunders, Morse Bluff, 121 species, Rev. T.J. Hoffman, reporter. See NBR 48:79 for a 
statement of how the reporting area includes some of Dodge Co. 

Scotts Bluff, Scottsbluff and North Platte NWR, 151 species (and possibly Lesser 
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Yellowlegs and Black-billed Cuckoo), Mrs. Lee Kenitz and C. FredZeillemaker, reporters, Mrs. 
M.A. Banghart, Lydia Bolz, Mrs. J.J. Brashear, Sherry McCoy, Mike McCoy, R.C. Rosche, Mr. 
and Mrs. Roy Witschy. The Artie Loon was in almost breeding plumage. The very late Baird’s 
Sandpiper was fourteen days later than the previous state record. The ten Eared Grebes were 
nineteen days later than the previous state record. (As with Garden Co., the mild winter and 
open water helped hold some species.) The Sabine’s Gull was the first for the Refuge and the 
sixth state record. It was an immature, and was with Franklin’s and Ring-billed Gulls at Lake 
Minatare. The Varied Thrush was also a first for the Refuge and the eighth state record. The 
Calliope Hummingbird was seen at about six feet by Mrs. Banghart and Leta Neeland, several 
times. (They were sitting in a camper or a car). The most noticeable feature was the purple 
gorget feathers, which looked like whiskers to Mrs. Banghart. The bird was smaller than the 
Broad-tailed, which was as close as two feet to it. They thought the female was present also, but 
can’t make a definite statement. Mrs. Kenitz saw the Scissor-tailed Flycatcher near a farm pond 
about four miles south of Gering. The tail caught her eye first. It did not seem as long as she 
remembered from when she lived in Texas, so she first thought it might be an immature. But the 
presence of pink made her decide that it was an adult which had lost some of its tail feathers. The 
bird stayed around long enough so that several other people were able to see it. She saw it daily 
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for five days, and then again five days later. 

Sioux, Mitchell RFD, 100 species, Helen Hughson, reporter, David Hughson. 

Washington, DeSoto National Wildlife Refuge, Tanya Bray, David Menke, and Babs and 
Loren Padelford, reporters, J. Robinson, Christopher Saunders, Bob Starr. The Blue Grosbeak 
was the first Refuge record, and so was the Solitary Vireo. A late hatch of Bobwhites was 
observed 16 September. Thirteen eggs hatched, two did not. The incubation period was twenty- 
one days. A Woodcock was reported 18 July, which seems to be more related to the spring 
reports than to those for October. 

CORRECTION TO 1980 SPRING MIGRATION REPORT. For Garden County, the 
departure date for Ring-necked Duck was 27 June, and for Bufflehead it was 25 June. The report 
showed only the initial dates for these two species. ( NBR 48:71 and 72). 

CORRECTION TO 1980 NEBRASKA NESTING SURVEY. The Cedar Waxwing nesting 
record (NBR 49:10) was not for Morrill Co., but for the city of Morrill, which is in Scotts Bluff Co. 
I’m sorry I didn’t make this clear. 

— Alice Kertitz, Box 38B, Star Route, Gering, Nebraska 69341 
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THE EIGHTIETH ANNUAL MEETING 

Fifty-one persons registered for the eightieth Annual Meeting, and related activities, which 
took place in Grand Island 15 and 16 May 1981, and on the Lemburg farm, north of Cairo, 17 
May. During the Friday night get-together and slide show rain began to fall, and there was almost 
continuous light to moderate rain for the rest of the period, for a total of two inches or so. At the 
Annual Meeting, held Saturday afternoon, the following officers were elected: Dr. Stanley 
Longfellow, Kearney, president; Mr. C. Fred Zeillemaker, Crescent Lake NWR, vice-president; 
Mrs. Emma Johnson, Omaha, secretary; Mr. Wm. W. Lemburg, Cairo, treasurer; Dr. Neva 
Pruess, Lincoln, librarian; and Dr. R.G. Cortelyou, Omaha, editor. The meeting also adopted a 
standard form for reporting observations of rare species. Chadron was selected for the site of 
the 1982 meeting, and Halsey (if available) for the 1981 Fall Field Day. At the banquet Prof. Stan 
Dart, Kearney State College, spoke on “The Natural History of the G rand Canyon” and showed 
slides to illustrate his points. 

The rain hampered and curtailed the birding, which Saturday was around Grand Island and 
Sunday was on the Lemburg farm, and also the observation of the Lemburg’s operation in 
raising wildfowl. But everyone knew the rain was needed, and in spite of the rain a fairly good list 
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was tallied. The weather may even have contributed to the recording of a pair of Eurasian 
Wigeons. These were seen on the moat at Stuhr Museum, and although they were in with the 
“house ducks” they were a wild pair, as well as could be determined: they were not pinioned, 
they had not been seen there earlier, and none of the local participants had any knowledge of 
their having been added to the resident ducks. The ninety-eight species recorded were: 
Common Loon; Eared and Pied-billed Grebes; Great Blue and Green Herons; Mallard, Pintail, 
Blue-winged Teal, Eurasian Wigeon, Wood Duck; Red-tailed, Swainson’s, and Marsh Hawks; 
American Kestrel, Bobwhite, Ring-necked Pheasant, Turkey, American Coot, Semipalmated 
Plover, Killdeer; Upland, Spotted, Pectoral, White-rumped, Baird’s, Least, and Semipalmated 
Sandpipers; Wilson’s Phalarope; Ring-billed and Franklin’s Gulls; Black Tern; Rock and 
Mourning Dove; Yellow-billed Cuckoo, Great Horned Owl, Common Nighthawk, Chimney 
Swift, Belted Kingfisher, Common Flicker; Red-headed, Hairy, and Downy Woodpeckers; 
Eastern and Western Kingbirds; Great Crested, Least, and Olive-sided Flycatchers; Bank, 
Rough-winged, Barn, and Cliff Swallows; Purple Martin, Blue Jay, Common Crow, Black- 
capped Chickadee, White-breasted Nuthatch, House Wren, Gray Catbird, Brown Thrasher, 
American Robin, Swainson’s Thrush, Eastern Bluebird, Cedar Waxwing, Loggerhead Shrike, 
Starling; Bell’s, Red-eyed, and Warbling Vireos; Black-and-white, Tennessee, Orange-crowned, 
Yellow, Yellow-rumped, and Blackpoll Warblers; Common Yellowthroat, American Redstart, 
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House Sparrow, Bobolink; Eastern and Western Meadowlarks; Red-winged Blackbird; Orchard 
and Northern Orioles; Great-tailed and Common Grackles; Brown-headed Cowbird, Cardinal, 
Rose-breasted Grosbeak, Dickcissel, Pine Siskin, American Goldfinch, Rufous-sided Towhee; 
Grasshopper, Clay-colored, Field, Harris’, White-crowned, and Song Sparrows. 

(The last reported observation of the Eurasian Wigeons was 18 May.) 

NOTES 

MISSISSIPPI KITE. At 3:30 p.m. 7 September 1980 Alan Grenon and I observed a 
Mississippi Kite from the back porch of our house, which is several meters south of Fontenelle 
Forest and about 1 km. west of the Missouri River, overlooking the flood plain. The bird was 
coming from the east, about 5 m. above the trees. The flight was extremely buoyant and smooth, 
rather like that of a light-bodied gull or swallow. When it was above us it began to glide in circles, 
just above the trees. From time to time it reached with its head for its feet, eating what apparently 
were butterflies. Not once did the bird flap. After less than 5 minutes of this the bird flew swiftly 
towards the southwest. The Kite was under observation with 7 x 35 and 7 x 50 binoculars at a 
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distance of about 25 m., under such conditions that most field marks were easily visable. Both 
wing and tail were long, the latter distinctly squared at the end. The bird was dark gray above, 
with the very pale head contrasting greatly. The underparts were light gray, the breast faintly but 
noticeably streaked brown. The remiges were slaty; the wing linings were generously flecked 
with buff. The tail from below was barred in brown and light gray. The feet were orange. 

— Rick Wright, 401 Kountze, Bellevue, Nebraska 68005. 

TURKEY. Lee Morris, Norris Alfred, and I saw a wild tom Turkey in the Platte River area 
north of Hordville while birding Easter Sunday (19 April 1981) afternoon. It was the first one seen 
in this area by any one of us for a few years, although they were believed to be in the area. We 
also saw Wood Ducks, Magpies, and lots of Cedar Waxwings. 

— Ralph Harrington, 4248 Vine St., Lincoln, Nebraska 68503 

HAWK CONCENTRATION. On 24 September 1980, about 16 miles south of Hyannis, we 
saw an amazing spectacle. We spotted hawks sitting on the ground in an old hay field. Upon 
further inspection it was discovered that this flock was spread out over the entire field, with the 
hawks hopping about on the ground catching something (we assumed mice, but on consulting 
Bent decided it was probably grasshoppers). Swainson’s Hawks probably constituted 95% or 
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more of the flock, with what may have been a few Red-shouldered Hawks scattered in with them. 
Hawks seemed to be everywhere: on the ground, on the stacks, and on fence posts. 1 
conservatively counted 147 hawks in the main field, and we estimated the entire flock at over 200 
birds. This was early morning. We stopped again on the way home later in the day, but the hawks 
were gone. 

— Don Sejkora, Box 566, Grant, Nebraska 69140 
(Similar concentrations of Swainson’s Hawks, near Albion and near Ewing, were reported 
in NBR 47:66. These also were in late September.) 

BARN OWLS. On 20 February 1981 two Barn Owls (Tyto alba) were found dead along 
Highway 15 in Colfax Co., Nebraska. The first was found 4.5 miles south of the intersection of 
Highways 15 and 91; the other was found 10 miles south of the same intersection. Both Owls 
were estimated to have been dead for 2 to 3 days. No postmortem examination of the Owls was 
attempted, but it appeared that both had been struck by moving vehicles. 

— Kirk L. Peters and Robert H. Schmidt, Department of Forestry, 
Fisheries, and Wildlife, University of Nebraska, Lincoln, 
Nebraska 68583 
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COMMON NIGHTHAWK. On 17 June 19801 was driving a tractor along the end of one of 
our corn fields. I noticed a Nighthawk fly a short distance ahead of the tractor and then light 
again. I slowed the tractor as I approached this time, and when I was a short distance from the 
bird I stopped. The bird seemed to pay no attention, so I dismounted and walked slowly toward 
it. It was watching me but still didn’t fly. At that point I decided to try to get as close as I could 
before it flew, so I started to circle it, walking slowly, at first in a fairly large circle but getting 
closer on each succeeding one. I keep my eyes on it, and it kept watching me. It didn’t seem 
unduly alarmed as the circle got smaller and smaller and I leaned toward it. When I got close 
enough so I could, I just reached out quickly and picked it up. It didn’t seem too happy about that 
situation and struggled for its freedom. After I had a good close up look and decided it was alright 
I released it and it flew off as if nothing had happened. 

— Lee Morris, Rt. 1, Box 14, Benedict, Nebraska 68316. 

COMMON NIGHTHAWK MIGRATION. I observed migrating Nighthawks 28 and 30 
August 1980. On the latter date over 300 were counted in Trendwood Park, Lincoln, from 6:30 to 
7:15 p.m. A great deal of vertical activity was noted among large groups. These moved off to the 
southeast and were immediately replaced by others, which engaged in similar activity. 

— Dr. Esther V. Bennett, 1641 Deuoe Drive, Lincoln, Nebraska 68506 
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SCISSOR-TAILED FLYCATCHER. On 14 July 19801 found a Scissor-tailed Flycatcher 
on Olive Creek State Recreation Area, 20 miles southwest of Lincoln, near Kramer. The bird 
was sitting atop a wooden fence post near the county road. I speculate that the bird was a 
juvenile, as the tail was about 3 inches shorter than it should be. 

— Bill White, Resource Services Division, Game Commission, 
P.O. Box 30370, Lincoln, Nebraska 68503 

NESTING SAY’S PHOEBES. Mr. and Mrs. Alex Kasha, who live about four miles 
southeast of North Platte, have had a pair of Say’s Phoebes nesting on their front porch for the 
past 13 or 14 years. Although the porch has four posts and the birds appear to try out all of them, 
they always build on the post at the southeast corner. The location is protected by house 
structures on the south and east sides, and the bottom is a flat piece of metal. 

The deep, firm nest is made of long fine grass and it is moveable, not fastened to a base. 
Several little loose pieces of concrete are around the nest, carried there by the birds. Perhaps 
they help keep nesting material in place. The Phoebes have two broods a year, averaging 
between three and six young, but usually having four. This year (23 June 1980) there are six. The 
first brood is “shoved out of the nest by the parents”, according to Mrs. Kasha, and the nest is 
immediately repaired in preparation for the second clutch. One year the Kashas removed the 
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first nest, and the birds failed to re-build, resulting in a single brood that year. In the fall the 
Kashas clean everything away and spray the area with a pesticide to kill parasites, including 
mites. Among the identifiable items fed the young are moths (millers) and dragonflies, whose 
wings are scraped off by the parents. This is particularly true for the very young birds. Both 
adults feed the young, and the male has been observed feeding the female on the nest. The 
Kashas have seen the Phoebes drink at their bird bath, but never have seen them take a bath. 
The Say’s Phoebes usually arrive the last of March, but this year, 1980, they did not return until 
11 April. The brids can be heard calling in the area before them come to the porch. 

— Doris Gates, R.R. 1, Box 25, Chadron, Nebraska 69337 
GREAT-TAILED GRACKLES. On 11 April 1981 my son, Michael, and I were at the man¬ 
made lake and park about 3 or 4 miles north of Columbus, Nebraska. There we observed what I 
believe was a pair of nesting Great-tailed Grackles. We heard them, and later listened to tapes of 
Boat-tailed Grackle calls, and they were not the same. 

— Robert E. Holtz, Biology Dept. Concordia College, 
St. Paul, Minnesota 55104 
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PERKINS COUNTY. The shorebird migration seemed to have peaked around 4 
September 1980, when we saw Baird’s, Least, Semipalmated, Pectoral, and Solitary Sandpipers; 
both Dowitchers (most probably Long-billed); both Yellowlegs (in about equal numbers, and 
quite common, with perhaps 80 to 100 present at the sewage pond near Grant); Killdeer, and 
Wilson’s Phalarope. Other migrants included large numbers of Wilson’s Warblers, a few Yellow- 
rumped and Orange-crowned Warblers, and individual American Redstart, Yellow-breasted 
Chat, and an Oporonis warbler (either MacGillivray’s or an immature Mourning). The day 
before I saw (and heard) a Western Wood Pewee. Wilson’s and Yellow-rumped Warblers were 
still present 27 September, when I also saw an immature Chestnut-sided Warbler and a Field 
Sparrow. On 20 October we saw 3 or 4 dozen Sandhill Cranes, with about 50 going over on 1 
November and 250 or so, in 2 flocks, on 3 November. We saw 8 Eastern Bluebirds on 29 
October. We have seen them here only once or twice before. On 3 October we saw an 
enormous flock of Longspurs (all species except Laplands) and Water Pipits near Grant. On 12 
November I saw a Prairie Falcon, 2 Purple Finches, and 2 Bobwhites, and on 14 November an 
immature Goshawk. 

Barn Owls have nested at my parent’s (Jerry Sejkora) farm now for at least 5 years, using a 
pigeon coop. Great Horned Owls have nested here for at least 10 years, with a successful brood 
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of 3 last season. Yellow-billed Cuckoos spent the summer and may have nested. 

— Don Sejkora, Box 566, Grant, Nebraska 69140 

YORK COUNTY NOTES. On 12 December 1980 Norris Alfred and I saw a Bald Eagle. 
We have lots of Pine Siskins, but not many Robins. We have quite a few Mountain Bluebirds 
again, in the same area along the Platte as they were the last time. I saw a Townsend’s Solitaire 
and a Mockingbird last week, and I have seen eight Prairie Falcons so far this winter. I have seen 
several Bald Eagles around the Platte since November. I haven’t seen as many Rough-legged 
Hawks as usual. 

— Lee Morris, Rt. 1, Box 14, Benedict, Nebraska 68316 

DEAD TIMBERS RECREATION AREA. Because of the mild winter of 1979-80 a few 
White-throated Sparrows overwintered at Dead Timbers, north of Scribner. Two White-throats 
were seen there 31 December 1979 and one 15 March 1980.1 have never seen these birds so 
early; normally they migrate through the area toward the end of April. A substantial number 
(several hundred) of American Robins overwintered in the area, too, as did some Belted 
Kingfishers. Several were observed where patches of open water persisted throughout most of 
the mild winter. An Osprey was sighted, perched on a dead tree along the lake, on 26 April 1980. 

— Larry L. Einemann, Rt. 3, Box 205, West Point, Nebraska 68788. 
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This Yellow-throated Warbler was photographed by B.J. Rose at a suet feeder at the home 
of Jackie Halterman, 1921 S. 113th Ave., Omaha. The bird was present from 28 November to 24 
December 1980. It had a tegular feeding pattern, which included at least 3 feeders in neighboring 
yards. It came to the suet feeder at Mrs. Halterman’s from 6 to 10 times each day. 


LEWIS’ WOODPECKERS IN WESTERN NEBRASKA 

On 30 August 1980, Dr. Randy Lawson from Chadron State College reported to me that 
Lewis’ Woodpeckers (Asyndesmus lewis) were in a dead elm tree about eight miles south of 
Chadron on the west side of U.S. Highway 385. We observed them for about an hour, and in the 
afternoon, Marj Blinde and 1 watched them for about an hour more. They numbered at least 12 
and flew from the elm to fence posts and telephone posts nearby. 

They performed the flycatching actions for which they are noted, but it seemed the 
attraction of this particular location was a chokecherry thicket about 100 yards west of the tree. 
The tree stood at the edge of another chokecherry thicket, but every time we saw them fly to 
chokecherries, they went to the farther one. 

We sat on a hill close to them and could see them pick the cherries, some of which they 
swallowed, some they carried back to the dead elm, and in a few instances, we could see them go 
to fence posts, where they seemed to examine all the cracks and later they went back to the tree 
with nothing in their beaks. 

Examination of the posts disclosed in one post five cherries in cracks that measured just 
one cherry wide. In two cracks were two cherries, and a single one was in another. 
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Examination of every post for a distance of about a half mile yielded very few cherries. 
However, seeds were on tops of many and on the ground by them. One post had a bright green 
scarab beetle mashed in a crack, possibly put there by a Woodpecker. 

An interesting further fact was that many of the seeds on the ground had been opened by 
something, probably by mice, judging by what appeared to be teeth marks, and the contents 
were gone. 

On 1 September, I spent more time sitting on a hill watching them. A brief shower came up 
and the Lewis’ Woodpeckers in the tree fluttered their wings as though bathing. When the sun 
came out again, 40 Lewis’ Woodpeckers flew by but did not stay in the tree. 

The Woodpeckers remained at this location in numbers of five or six into the middle of 
September and then disappeared. Two people living near this site — one within a half mile and 
the other about a mile away — commented that they had seen them. 

About a month later, I went to every place I thought they might be but saw none. 

Other birds in the area at the same time were American Flickers, quite a number of 
American Kestrels, many American Robins, a small group of Bohemian Waxwings, and one 
Western Tanager. I saw no interaction between species, but some aggressive behavior between 
the Woodpeckers. Only once did I hear any kind of vocal sound from the Woodpeckers and that 
was during an agressive encounter. It was somewhat like a hissing sound. 

A fire burned more than 3,000 acres of mostly ponderosa pine in 1973 between Chadron 
State Park and the Deadhorse Road about four miles west of the park. The birds are noted for 
moving into burned-over areas and so they could be expected here. They have been observed in 
small numbers for several years. Adults were seen feeding young in the last year. 

These birds are known for their moving about with little regular pattern. Once before, many 
years ago, I saw one. It was on a fence post north of Highway 20 between Crawford and 
Harrison. 

— Doris Gates, Rt. 1, Box 25, Chadron, Nebraska 69337 

1981 BALD EAGLE COUNT 

, A Bald Eagle count was made 10 January 1981. The temperature was 18° to 46°F.; cloudy, 
to clear in the afternoon; no snow; wind SSW 18 mph, to calm in the afternoon; river open; 3 
parties, headed by John C.W. Bliese, George W. Brown, and Stan Longfellow. 



Mature 

Immature Not 

Aged 

Total 

Kearney to Johnson Lake, out on south side of 
river, all bridges, return on 1-80. 

34 

13 

4 

51 

Harlan Reservoir, including Methodist Cove 
Sanctuary, North Cove, and dam 

14 

18 

0 

32 

Kearney to Shelton, out on south side of river, 
including Rowe Sanctuary, all bridges, return on 

1-80 

5 

0 

0 

5 

Total Count 

53 

31 

4 

88 


— George W. Brown, 2018 12th Avenue, Kearney, Nebraska 6 8847 

WINTERING BALD EAGLES AT 
SOUTHWEST NEBRASKA RESERVOIRS 

As a part of Water and Power Resources Service (formerly Bureau of Reclamation) 
compliance with endangered species mandates, a study of Bald Eagle use of Lower Missouri 
Region reservoirs was initiated during the winter of 1979. The author, headquartered in 
McCook, surveyed a number of reservoirs in Kansas and Nebraska, including Nebraska’s four 
southwest reservoirs. 

While wintering Bald Eagles on the Platte River, Harlan County Reservoir, and the Lewis 
and Clark Lake area have been the subjects of previous studies, the southwest reservoirs have 
received little such attention. Since wintering Eagle populations at these four reservoirs are 
relatively low, this was not unexpected. What was surprising to Nebraskans studying the Bald 
Eagle was the late winter-early spring concentration at Swanson Reservoir, discovered by this 
survey. 
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Data reported here were gathered on biweekly aerial surveys conducted over the winter of 
1979-80. Survey dates were modified somewhat due to poor weather or aircraft availability. 
Information from aerial surveys was supplemented by ground surveys through the Bald Eagle 
use period. 

A general summary of Bald Eagle utilization of the four southwest reservoirs follows: 
Enders- sporadic, moderate use with greatest numbers of Bald Eagles reported in autumn and 
early winter, coincident with migratory peak of ducks using Enders waterfowl refuge; 
Medicine Creek (Harry Strunk L.)- consistent, low use with one to four Eagles seen virtually 
throughout the winter, but no peak numbers observed during the Bald Eagle use period; 
Red Willow (Hugh Butler L,)- sporadic, low use with no Eagles seen through most of the winter, 
but with a small spring build-up; 

Swanson- sporadic, high use with numbers moderate to low throughout winter, building to a 
high peak in late winter to early spring. 

The following table lists complete results of the 1979-80 aerial survey. Survey results for 
1978-79 weren’t complete since aerial surveys weren’t started until midwinter, however peak 
numbers at Swanson were equally impressive in the spring of 1979. Aerial survey data from 1978- 
79 as well as ground survey data from both survey years are similar and support the data 
presented here. Aerial surveys will continue through the winter of 1980-81. 


BALD EAGLE NUMBERS AT NEBRASKA’S SOUTHWEST RESERVOIRS 
1979-80 Aerial Surveys (Adults / Immatures = Total) 
DATE RESERVOIR 



Enders 

Medicine 

Greek 

Red 

Willow 

Swanson 

10 / 25/79 

0 / 1 = 1 

0 

11 

0 

"o 

0 / 0 = 0 

0 / 0 = 0 

11/ 7/79 

0 / 2 = 2 

0 / 0 = 0 

0/ 1= 1 

0 ^ 

0 

11 

0 

11/29/79 

2 / 3 = 5 

1 / 1 = 2 

0 / 0 = 0 

2 / 3 = 5 

12/10/79 

4/10=14 

1 / 1 = 2 

0 / 0 = 0 

0 / 2 = 2 

12/27/79 

4/ 8=12 

1 / 2 = 3 

0/ 0= 0 

1/ 5= 6 

1/14/80 

3 / 6= 9 

0 / 1 = 1 

0 

II 

0 

"o' 

8/ 2=10 

I/ 30/80 

00 

II 

1 / 1 = 2 

O 

II 

O 

1/ 5= 6 

2 / 13/80 

1/ 1= 2 

0 

11 

0 

0 

no survey 

14/ 6=20 

2 / 27 / 8 O 

5/ 4= 9 

3 / 1 = 4 

0 / 1 = 1 

55/12=67 

3/11/80 

kn 

O 

II 

Cn. 

2 / 0 = 2 

5/ 1= 6 

60/18=78 

4/ 4/80 

0 / 0 = 0 

0 / 1 = 1 

3/ 5= 8 

10/10=20 

4/21/80 

0 / 0 = 0 

0 / 0 = 0 

0 / 0 = 0 

0 / 0 = 0 


David E. Busch, Water & Power Resources Services 
P.O. Box 427, Boulder City, Nevada 89005 
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1981 (FIFTY-SIXTH) SPRING MIGRATION 
AND OCCURRENCE REPORT 

Two hundred ninety-eight species are listed in this report, from 12 locations. The 
comparable figures from 1980 are 298 species from 14 locations; 1979 292 from 12; and 1978 300 
from 13. 

The symbols used in the tabulation are: 

Ja, Fe, Mr, Ap, My, and Je for the months 

P to indicate a species which is present all the year, although the same individuals may 
not be present during the whole year, and the numbers may vary greatly between periods. 

p to indicate a species which is permanent in Garden Co. but not at the Refuge. 

-S to indicate a species which remained after 30 June. 

s to indicate a species which is present in summer in Garden Co. but not at the Refuge. 

W- to indicate a species which was reported as present before 1 January. 

W-S indicates much the same thing as “P” but 4 il is used in cases which are not the 
normal pattern 

w to indicate a species which is present in winter in Garden Co. but not at the Refuge. 

x with a month when the exact date is not known. 

* to indicate a split season, with the period not tabulated shown in the discussion for 
the individual location. 
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Two dates indicate the first and last records for the location. The information is presented in 
a rough west (left) to east (right) order, with locations of about the same longitude presented in a 
north to south order. The number of species reported, the names of the reporters (and of other 
observers, if known), and any special comments are given below in alphabetical order by 
counties. In making the species count “Empidonax sp." and the like are not counted if a specific 
species of that group is also reported. 

Adams, Hastings, 103 species, Miss Bernice Welch, reporter, Vlasta Butler, Elsie Helzer, 
Mr. and Mrs. Clifford Kennedy, Mr. and Mrs. Eldon Percival, 

Boone, Albion, 146 species, Wayne J. Mollhoff, reporter. 

Cass, 82 species, Tanya Bray and Babs and Loren Padelford, reporters, James Ducey and 
Gertrude Wood. This report is primarily from the Plattsmouth Wildlife Refuge, but also includes 
some observations from the Interstate Lakes, across the river in Iowa, as well as elsewhere in 
Cass Co. There was a Cinnamon Teal x Blue winged Teal cross on the Refuge. It looked like a 
Cinnamon Teal, except that it had the white near the tail of the Blue-winged Teal. Except for 
Least Terns and Piping Plover, there were no observations after early May, but the symbols “P” 
and “-S” have been used in a few cases to avoid giving the casual glancer at the tables a wrong 
impression. 

Douglas (and Sarpy), Omaha and Bellevue, 239 species, Paul Bedell, Tanya Bray, R.G. 
Cortelyou, Ruth C. Green, Babs and Loren Padelford, and Melba Wigg, reporters James 
Callahan, Kelley Clark, Mary Denney, James Ducey, Emma Johnson, B.J. Rose, Jane Sadler, 
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Andy Saunders, Mary Tremaine, Rick Wright. A late Redhead was seen 12 June, a Hooded 
Merganser 14 May (both females), and an early Black-and-white Warbler 25 January. The 
Thayer’s Gulls were seen at Lake Manawa (Iowa) State Park by B. J. Rose, who the next day led 
a group of local birders to see them. 

Garden, Crescent Lake NWR, 194 species (plus 15 more for the county), C. Fred 
Zeillemaker, reporter, Dean Emerson, Scott Foster, Ruth Green, Rick Rosche, Beverly 
Walswworth, Dan Walsworth, Melly Zeillemaker. The additional records are: Canada Goose W- 
Ja 17, Mallard W- Ja 11, Common Goldeneye W- Ja 27, Common Merganser W- Ja 27, Solitary 
Sandpiper Je29 S, Greater Yellowlegs Je29-S. A 13-acre prescribed burn was accomplished 24 
April along the south shore of Island Lake. Among the 31 species recorded utilizing the burn 
were Great Egret, White-faces Ibis, Golden Plover, Marbled Godwit, and Brewer’s Blackbird. 
Elsewhere, the Kentucky Warbler, which was netted and photographed, was the first Refuge 
record and possibly the first for the Nebraska Panhandle. The Hooded Warbler was the first 
Refuge record and apparently the third for the Panhandle. The Scarlet Tanager (a female) was 
the first spring record since 1958, and the third for the Refuge. The Red Crossbills were the first 
record other than for October or November. A food crop shortage in the Pine Ridge may have 
contributed to this unprecedented event. The June Tennessee and Balckburnian Warbler dates 
were new late records. 

Hall, see Howard. 

Howard (and Hall), St. Libory and Grand Island, 98 species, Bill Schleicher, reporter, 
George Stoppkotte. 
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Lancaster, Lincoln, 178 species, Paul Bedell, Tanya Bray, Ruth C. Green, Dr. Norma 
Johnson, Mabel B. Ott, Babs and Loren Padelford, reporters, James Ducey, Ralph Harrington, 
Rick Wright. On the Least Bittern, Ralph Harrington wrote: On 15 April 1981, while working in 
the car repair shop of the Burlington Northern at Havelock, I noticed a group of men staring at 
something overhead. They drew my attention to a strange-looking bird pacing back and forth 
along a large steel beam, about 30 feet high, that supports the roof. The bird was slightly larger 
than a Meadowlark, with a long, pale yellow bill and short, stubby tail, like a rail’s. It was reluctant 
to fly, but when it did it would go for just a short distance, with legs dangling, and then alight on 
another high beam. It appeared confused but not injured. After some deliberation I determined it 
to be a Least Bittern. I looked for it in the same area of the shop the next day but could not find it, 
so it must have found a way out. Paul Bedell wrote: I saw a Black-necked Stilt on 28 April 1981, 
near Lincoln where Charleston Street crosses Salt Creek, in Oak Lake Park. The creek is very 
shallow there, with lots of exposed sand and mud bars. The Stilt appeared very exotic, with its 
bright red legs and black and white plumage, compared to the plainly colored Solitary and 
Pectoral Sandpipers, Yellowlegs, and various peep also present. I observed it for about half an 
hour about 6 PM, through a Bushnell 20-45 x spotting scope, at a distance of 20 to 40 feet. I have 
seen them before in Utah, but this is the first one I have seen in Nebraska. The Black-legged 
Kittiwake was found by Rick Wright at Oak Lake 20 April 1981, perched on a muskrat lodge at 
the edge of the lake. During its two-day stay many birders got to see the bird (an immature). This 
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Sioux Scotts Gar- Lin- Howard Adams Boons Lan- Saun- Wash. Doug. Cass 
Bluff dan coin Hall caster ders Sarpy 

Gr. Prairie Chicken --PP--P----- 

Sharp-tailed Grouse PPPP--P----- 

Bobwhite PPpPPPPPPPPP 

Ring-necked Pheasant PPPPPPPPPPPP 
Gray Partridge ------P----- 

Turkey P P - P - - P - - Mr 13 

My 9 

Sandhill Crane - - Mr 17 Fe 15 Mr 2 Mr 29 - - - - Fa 18 - 

Ap 8 Ap 24 Mr 22 Ap 5 

Virginia Rail - Ap 26 - - - - - - My 9 - 

- S 

Sora - - Ap 1? - - - My 15 Ap 21 My 11 - My 9 - 

- S My 17 

Black Rail - -My 29 . 

American Coot Ap 6 Ap 16 MrplO Ap 24 - Mr 9 Ap 24 Mr 26 Ap 18 Ap 8 Fa 21 My 6 

- S - S My 23 My 1 Ap 21 My 12 Ap 11 Je 7 

Semipalmated Plover - My 1 My 4 - - - - Ap 24 My 12 - Ap 17 Ap 29 


Ap 28 My 20 My 5 

Piping Plover - - - - - - - Ap 18 - My 28 Je 8 

- S - S - S 

Killdeer Mr 14 P Mrpl2 Mr 6 Mr 10 Mr 10 W - Fe 27 Mr 10 Fe 22 Fa 22 Fe 22 

- S - S - S Ja 30 Ja 30 - S Je 30 " S Ap 25 - S Ap 29 

Am. Goldan Plover - Ap 30 - - - - - - Ap 2 Ap 26 

Black-bellied Plover - - -My 13- - - - - - 

Ruddy Turnstone - - - - - - - - - My 14 

My 23 

- Ja 19 Mr 7 Ap 17 - 

Mr 29 My 30 
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Lincoln, North Platte, 136 species, Marie Cunningham, reporter, Harold Cunningham, 
Edith McIntosh, Margaret Morton, Ella Nielsen, Howard and Wilma Wyman. 

Sarpy, see Douglas. 

Saunders, Morse Bluff, 123 species, Rev. T.A. Hoffman, reporter. 

Scotts Bluff, Scottsbluff and North Platte NWR, 131 species, Alice Kenitz and C. Fred 
Zeillemaker, reporters, Mary Ann Banghart, Lydia Bolz, Joyce Brashear, Sherry McCoy, Dan 
Walsworth, Mr. and Mrs. Roy J. Witschy. Green-winged Teal were also seen W- Ja 14. The 
Dunlin record, from the springs below Lake Alice, North Platte NWR, is unusual for being so far 
west and (presumably) so late a migrant. 

Sioux, Mitchell RFD, 131 species, Helen (reporter) and David Hughson. The Black- 
throated Blue Warbler stayed in the trees in the Hughson’s front yard and was spotted by Mrs. 
Hughson from her kitchen window. It stayed around long enough for Mr. Hughson to see it, too. 
The distinctive black head and throat pattern made it easy to identify. 

Washington, DeSoto NWR, 81 species, David Menke, reporter, John Jave, Harold 
Morrow, Eric Volden, Marlene Weber. The last report was for 25 April, so many summer birds 
are missing. The symbols “P” and “-S” have been used in a few cases to avoid giving the casual 
glancer at the tables a wrong impression. On 12 January John Jave reported a peak count of 72 
Bald Eagles, 45 adults and 27 immatures. The Saw-whet Owl was seen twice in downtown Blair. 
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Sioux Scotts Gar- Lin- Howard Adams Boons Lan- Saun- Wash. Doug. Cass 

Bluff dsn coin Hall caster dars Sarpy 

Dowitcher sp. - - - - - - - - - - Mr 24 - 

My 19 

Long-billed My 13 My 1 Ap 28 Ap 9 - - - - - Ap 3 Ap 29 

Dowitcher My 27 My 12 

Stilt Sandpiper - - My II - - - Ap 24 - - Ap 29 Ap 29 

My 31 My 24 My 3 

Buff-breasted Sandp. - - - - - - - - - - Ap 26 

Marbled Godwit My 1 Ap 24 - - - - - - Ap 19 JVp 29 

My 2 My 19 

Hudsonian Godwit - - - - - - - - - - Ap 17 - 

My 19 

American Avocet Ap 2 Ap 18 Ap 4 - - - - - - Ap 26 Ap 26 

Je 21 - S My 2 

Black-necked Stilt - - - - - - - Ap 28 - 

Wilson’s Phalarope My 4 My 1 Ap 18 My 5 - - Ap 24 - - - Ap 24 - 

Je 26 - S Je 1 

Northern Phalarope - - My 27 - 

GJLaucous Gull - Mr 3 - 

Herring Gull - W - Few28 My 9 My 12 - Ap 6 Mr 26 Mr 10 - Fe 24 - 

Ap 16 My 16 Ap 21 My 20 

Thayer’s Gull - - - - - - - - - Mr 17 

Mr 21 

Ring-billed Gull Mr 15 P Fep25 Ja 9 My 16 Mr 9 Mr 12 Mr 13 Mr 11 Mr ? Fe 21 Ap 11 

- S Ap 21 My 12 Ap 25 My 20 

Franklin's Gull - My 1 My 7 Ap 9 - Mr 9 My l Mr 1? Ap 18 - Mr 14 

Je 13 Ja 8 My 9 My 23 My 5 j e 2 My 28 

Bonaparte's Gull - Ap 14 - - Ap 21 My 2 - Ap 3 

My 5 Ap 24 Ap 23 

Black-legged - - - - - - - Ap 20 - 

Kittiwake Ap 21 

- Ap 14 - - - Ap 24 Ap 21 My 12 - 

- S Ap 28 


Forster's Tern 


Ap 17 Ap 29 
My 19 



Article redacted at the request of the author (March 2013). 


Forster’s/Common Tern - - ■■ My 9 - 

Common Tern My 12 - - - - - - - My 20 

Least Tem - - - - - - - - My 12 - My 19 ' 

- S - S 

Caspian Tem - - - - - - - - _ - My 12 

My 19 

Black Tem My 21 My 18 My 7 - - My 23 My 24 My 14 Je 20 - Ap 29 

Je 13 - S My 28 

Rock Dove PPpPPPPPP-p 

Mourning Dove Ap 2 Mr 17 Mr 26 Ap 6 Fe 12 W - W - W - Mr 10 ¥ - w - > 

-s - s - s -s -s - s - s -s -s -s - s i 

Yellow-billed Je 8 Je 20 Je 2 Je 11 My 24 My 17 My 28 Je 3 Je 6 - My 4 

Cuckoo - S Je 30 Je 23 Je 30 Je 27 - S - S 

Black-billed Je 2 Je 26 Je 9 Je 2? - - My 24 My 27 Je 6 - My 4 

Cuckoo - S Je 30 Je 16 Je 26 My 28 

Barn Owl - Ap 17 Ap 21 Je 9 Mr 10 

Je 30 - S Je 23 

Screech Owl Fe 15 P p - - - P P PJa4P 

Fe 15 

Great Homed Owl PPPPPPPPPPP 

Snowy Owl - - - - - - - Ja 1 - Ja 1? 

Ja 24 Ap 15 

Burrowing Owl Ap 12 Ap 24 Ap 11 Je 21 Je 6 My 23 

My 29 - S Je 20 

Barred Owl -------p--p 

Long-eared Owl - - Ap 10 - - - W - -W- 

Ap 14 Fe 22 Ja 28 

Short-eared Owl Ap 8 - Ja 2 - 

Ap 28 

Saw-whet Owl - - - - - - -Jal-Jax- 

Chuck-will's-widow - - - - - - _ - - - My 9 

My 16 
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Say’s Phoebe Ap 5 Ap 2 Ap 3 Mr 30 

Je 1 My 2 

Yellow-bellied - - - - - - - My 27 - - My 21 

Flycatcher Je 24 

Acadian Flycatcher - - - - - - My 20 

My 29 

Willow Flycatcher My 13 - Je 1 - Je 21 My 12 

Je 5 Je 30 My 29 

Alder Flycatcher - - - - - - - - - - My 16 

My 28 

Least Flycatcher - My 14 My 6 My 12 - My 2 - Ap 29 My 16 - Ap 27 

My 31 My 23 Je 1 My 1? My 26 

Western Flycatcher - - My 31 - 

Empidonax sp. My 22 - My 9 - My 1 - My 2 

My 5 

Eastern Wood Pewee - - - - - - Ap 11 Je 5 - Ap 9 

Je 1 - S - S 

Western Wood Pewee My 20 My 15 My 21 - 

- S Je 16 


Olive-sided - - - - - - - - - My 22 

Flycatcher Je 3 

Homed Lark PPPFP-PP--PP 

Tree Swallow - Ap 16 Ap 10 My 9 - - Ap 24 Ap 5 Ap 18 Ap 4 Ap 4 

- S - S My 1 Ap 22 Ap 2 $ Je 7 

Bank Swallow - - Mys 8 My 9 My 5 - My 1 Ap 22 Je 6 - Ap 11 

Je 13 My 25 Je 27 Je 30 

Rough-winged My^ 1 Ap 28 Ap 21 Ap 22 My 16 - Ap 24 Ap 21 My 2 - Ap 10 

Swallow - S - S - S Je 28 My 24 Je 30 - S - S 

Barn Swallow Ap 9 Ap 16 Ap 13 Ap 16 Ap 29 Ap 24 Ap 24 Ap 17 My 2 - Ap 20 Ap 2 

- S - S - S Je 30 Je 30 Ja 30 Je 30 - S - S - S 

Cliff Swallow My 1 My 1 My 4 Ap 28 My 16 - Ap 26 My 17 - Ap 16 

- S - S Mys30 Je 23 - S Je 29 
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Sioux Scotts Gar- Lin- Howard 
Bluff den coin Hall 

Adams 

Boone Lan— 
caster 

Saun¬ 

ders 

Wash. 

Doug. 

Sarpy 

Cass 

Purple Martin 

- 


s 

Ap 16 

Ap 29 
Je 30 

Ap 7 
Je 30 

Ap 28 Ap 20 
Je 30 My 26 

- 

- 

Ap 1 
- S 

Ap 11 

Blue Jay 

P 

P 

App 6 
- S 

P 

P 

- 

P P 

P 

P 

P 

Ap 11 

Black-tilled 

Magpie 

P 

P 

P 

P 

P 

P 

P - 

Fe 21 
Mr 11 

- 

- 

- 

Common Crow 

P 

P 

Pep 28 
Ap 25 

P 

P 

P 

P P 

P 

P 

P 

P 

Plnon Jay 

P 

P 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

Black-capped 

Chickadee 

P 

P 

Wp- 
Ap 24 

P 

P 

P 

P P 

P 

P 

P 

Ap 11 

Tufted Titmouse 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

P 

- 

Whlte-breasted 
Nuthatch 

- 

Mr 3 

w - w - 

Ap 20 Ja 1 

W - 
AP 13 

w - 
My 1 

P P 

P 

W - 
Mr 22 

P 


Bed-breasted 

Nuthatch 

P 

P 

Ap 28 W - 
My 30 Ja 1 

W - 
Fe 20 

W - 

My 8 

W - 

My 25 


- 

W - 
Ap 23 

" 

Brown Creeper 


W - 

Mr 28 

Ap 9 

W - 
Fe 14 

W - 
Ap 10 

W - 
My 6 

Fe 17 W - 
Mr 15 Mr 28 

Fe 7 
Ap 11 

W - 

Ja 25 

w - 
My 14 

- 

House Wren 

My 5 

- S 

Ap 6 
- S 

Ap 24 Ap 10 
- S - S 

Ap 23 
Je 30 

Ap 18 
Je 30 

Ap 24 Ap 11 
Je 30 Je 30 

Ap 18 
- S 

Ap 25 

Ap 7 
* s 

- 

Winter Wren 

- 

- 


My 9 

- 

" 


- 

- 

Ja 2 
Ap 15 


Long-billed 

Marsh Wren 

My 11 


Mr 5 

- S 

- 


- 

- 



My 9 


Rock Wren 

Ap 11 

My 29 
Je 26 

Apsl6 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 


- 

Mockingbird 

My 12 

" 

App2? 
Je 9 


My 5 
Je 20 


- My 16 
Je 16 



Fe 9 
My 3 

- 

Gray Catbird 

My 25 

Mr 28 

My 10 
Je 7 

- 

My 16 My 15 My 19 Ap 27 My 12 
Je 29 My 23 Je 30 Je 30 - S 


AP 30 
- S 
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Brown Thrasher 

My 15 
- S 

My 1 Ap 26 Ja 
- S - S 

6 Ap 27 AP 26 Ap 7 W - 
Je 30 Je 30 Je 30 Je 30 

My 1 Ap 19 W - 
- S Ap 25 - S 

Sage Thrasher 

My 26 

- 

- 


- 

- 

- 

- 

American Robin 

Mr 8 

- S 

P 

P Ja 

2 

Fe 8 W - 
Je 30 - S 

Fe 19 P 

Je 30 

P 

Mr 7 W - Ap 11 
- S - S 

Wood Thrush 

- 

- 

- 


- 

My 24 My 11 
Je 15 

Ja 6 

- Ap 29 - 

- S 

Hermit Thrush 

- 

- 

Ap 24 My 
Ap 30 

9 

' 
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Ap 19 Mr 1 

Ap 10 

Swainson's Thrush 

My 1 

Je 6 

My 11 
My 24 

Ap 30 My 
Je 18 

9 

- Mr 9 

My 23 

Ap 29 Ap 26 
My 24 My 29 

- 

■ My 3 ' 

Je 17 

Gray-cheeked 

Thrush 

- 

- 

My 5 ■ 

My 12 


Ap 29 - 

My 1 

- My 12 

My 29 

- 

- My 3 - 

My 27 

Veery 

Je 1 

- 

My 5 My 
Je 18 

4 

My 15 My 9 
My 22 

- My 4 
My 12 

- 

- My 5 - 

My 22 

Eastern Bluebird 

- 

- 

Mr 26 W 
Je 5 Ja 

9 

Fe 10 Je 21 
Je 13 

Mr 12 Ap 17 
My 5 My 29 

P 

- Fe 2 Ap 11 

Je 28 

Mountain Bluebird 

Mr 3 

Fe 24 
Ap 12 

J £L 25 J SL 
Ap i 

14 
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- 

- 

Townsend's 

Solitaire 

' 

W - 

Mr 28 

w W 

Ja 

14 

W - 

Mr 3 

- 

W - 

Mr 10 


Blue-gray 

Gnatcatchar 

“ 

- 

- 


- 

- 

My 12 

- Ap 23 - 

My 9 

Golden-crowned 

Kinglet 

- 


Ap 20 - 

Ap 23 


W - 
Je 4 

W - 
Ja 22 

Fe 7 

W - 

Ap 9 

Ruby-crowned 
Kinglet 

Ap 25 
Ap 2? 

- 

Ap 19 - 

My 12 


Ap 28 

Ap 11 Ap 22 
My 13 

Ap 11 
Ap 18 

Ap 25 Ja 3 Ap 11 
My 19 

Sprague's Pipit 

Bohemian Waxwing 

" 

Ap 9 

_ 





- Ap 11 Ap 11 

Cedar Waxwing 

My 28 Fe 14 Jaw28 W 
My 29 Je 2 Ja 

- W- W - Ja 11 W - W - Fe 8 W - 
14 My 30 My 23 My 29 My 2 My 16 Ap 11 Je 2? 

Northern Shrike 

Mr 16 

w - 
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W - W - 
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- 
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Sioux Seotts Gar- Lin- Howard Adams Boone Lan- Saun- Wash. Doug. C 
Bluff den coin Hall caster ders Sarpy 

Shrike sp. - - - - - - Ap 5 ' ” 

Loggerhead Shrike Ap 15 Ap 7 Ap 5 Ap 5 Fe 1? - My 3 Fe 27 

My 16 - S Ap 10 Je 30 Je 2? 


Starling PPPP-PPPPPP 


White-eyed Vireo 

- 

Je 

24 - 

■ 

- 



- My 9 

Bell’s Vireo 

- s 


• My 12 - 

- 

My 8 

Je 

6 

- My 4 




Je 28 


Je 16 

- 

s 

My 20 

Yellow-throated 

- 


- 

• 

- 



- Ap 8 

Vireo 








Je 28 

Solitary Vireo 

- 


. 

- 

My 13 



- My 2 








My 18 

Red-eyed Vireo Je 

2 Je 12 My 29 My 

9 My 10 My 

17 - 

- 

Je 

27 

- Ap 23 

Je 

4 

Je 3 My 26 
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NOTES 

GREAT-TAILED GRACKLE. The note on Great tailed Grackles at Columbus (NBR 
49:28) incorrectly described them as “nesting”; Prof. Holtz’s report said only “a pair of Great- 
tailed Grackles”. This error apparently came from overloading memory before typing in 
transcribing the report. 

CHASE COUNTY, lola Pennington, Wauneta, made five reports on her observations at 
Wauneta, Enders Reservoir, and Champion from 25 February to 26 April 1981. The birds on the 
first report had been there earlier, and except for the last report only the more notable species 
were reported: Geese: Canada 2/25, Snow 4/2; Mallard 2/25-4/26, Gadwall 3/27, Pintail 2/25- 
4/2; Teal: Green-winged 2/25-4/2, Blue-winged 3/27-4/26; American Wigeon 2/25-4/2, Northern 
Shoveler 3/27-4/26, Redhead 3/27-4/26, Lesser Scaup 3/27-4/2, Bufflehead 3/27, Common 
Merganser 2/25, Red-tailed Hawk 2/25. Bald Eagle 2/25, Marsh Hawk 3/27-4/2, American 
Kestrel 3/27-4/2, Bobwhite 4/26, Ring-necked Pheasant 4/26, Killdeer 4/26, Willet 4/26, 
Dowitcher sp. 4/26, Wilson’s Phalarope 4/26, Ring-billed Gull 3/27, Mourning Dove 4/26, Barn 
Owl 4/2, Belted Kingfisher 4/26, Common Flicker 2/25-4/26, Western Kingbird 4/26, Eastern 
Phoebe 4/26, Horned Lark 2/25-4/26, Black-billed Magpie 2/25-4/26, Pinon Jay 3/15, Black- 
capped Chickadee 2/25, American Robin 2/25-4/26, Cedar Waxwing 2/26, Starling 4/26, Bell’s 
Vireo 4/26, Common Yellowthroat 4/26, House Sparrow 4/26, Meadowlark sp. 2/25-4/26, 
Yellow-headed Blackbird 4/26, Red-winged Blackbird 3/27-4/26, Common Grackle 3/27-4/26, 
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Cardinal 2/25-4/26, House Finch 2/25-4/26, American Goldfinch 4/26, Rufous-sided Towhee 
4/26, Lark Sparrow 4/26, Dark-eyed Junco 2/25; Sparrow: Tree 2/25-3/15, Field 4/26, White- 
crowned 4/26. 

BARNACLE GOOSE. A man in Grand Island had a pair of Barnacle Geese and one 
disappeared in the early fall of 1980. The first week of October one was shot on the Platte River 
east of Grand Island. It was brought to me for identification. I checked the right hind toe and 
found that it was missing, so I knew it was a game farm bird. Federal law requires that captive- 
held migratory waterfowl must be marked by one of four methods: (1) removal of the hind toe 
from the right foot, (2) pinioning of a wing, (3) banding of one metatarsus (leg in layman’s 
language) with a seamless metal band, (4) tattoing on the web of one foot. 

— Wm. W. Lemburg, Rt. I, Box 96, Cairo, NE 68824 

BREWER’S BLACKBIRDS. On 26 February 1981 my cousin and I saw a flock of about 
1,000 blackbirds, probably all Brewer’s, but possibly some Rusties. This was near the Adams- 
Franklin Co. line. 

— Harold Turner, Nichol Hotel, Minden, NE 68959 


ADDITIONAL CHRISTMAS COUNT 

Information on the Norfolk Christmas Count was received after the tabulation was 


published (NBR 


The count was taken 20 December 1980 from 7 AM to 5:30 PM, 
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temperature was from -1° to 15° F, and wind from the south at 8 mph. The count was centered on 
the intersection of US 275 and US 81 (13th Street and Norfolk Avenue). Since the 15 December 
1979 count was not included in the 1979 tabulation {NBR 48:15) it is also included (the first figure 
is for 1979). Mallard, 6. 0; Hawk. Sharp shinned 1. 1, Cooper’s 1, 1. Red tailed 11. 15. Rough¬ 
legged 1, 4, Marsh, 0, 1, sp, 0. 1; Prairie Falcon, 1, 0, American Kestrel 8, 10, Bobwhite 122,160, 
Ring-necked Pheasant 81, 104; Dove, Rock 233, 161, Mourning 32, 46; Owl, Screech 1,4, Great 
Horned 5, 19, Barred 1, 0, Long-eared 0, 1, Short-eared 0, 2; Belted Kingfisher 1, 2, Common 
Flicker 35, 30; Woodpecker, Red-bellied 7, 10, Hairy 21, 26, Downy 49, 87; Horned Lark 23, 47, 
Blue Jay 28, 36, Black-billed Magpie 19, 58, Common Crow 178, 231, Black-capped Chickadee 
132, 279; Nuthatch, White-breasted 26, 46, Red-breasted 0,2; Brown Creeper 3,2, Mockingbird 
1, 0, Brown Thrasher 1, 2, American Robin 22, 1, Golden-crowned Kinglet 0, 1, Cedar Waxwing 
179, 60; Shrike, Northern 2,1, Loggerhead0, 1; Starling4,126,390, House Sparrow3,056, 1,044, 
Western Meadowlark 32, 4, Red-winged Blackbird 0, 295, Common Grackle 14, 29, Brown¬ 
headed Cowbird 0, 6, Cardinal 16, 25, Evening Grosbeak 0, 1, Pine Siskin 0, 25, American 
Goldfinch 46, 120, Vesper Sparrow 2, 0, Dark-eyed Junco 388, 554; Sparrow, Tree 212, 1,342, 
Field 6, 0, Harris’ 185, 382, Song 4, 10. Species 43, 47 (and 1 unidentified); individuals 9,318, 
5,679. 1980 observers: Ed and Mark Brogie, Marian Burleigh, John Chase, Irelde Cutshell, 
Rodger Cutshell, Ara Jane Dunlap, Robert Freiberg, Jan and Tom (compiler) Gannon, Craig 
Hanson, Layne Johnson, Don Kohler, Virginia Kunkel, Dave Luhr, Don Luhr; John, Mike, and 
Rick Manning; Doug Peters, Kay Peters, Madelon Pollack, Mary Rowlett, Dave Stage, Ethel 
Thanel, Duane Wolff. 
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BOOK REVIEW 

Furbearing Animals of North America, Leonard Lee Rue III, viii + 344 pages, 7It x 9V 2 , 
Crown Publishers, Inc, New York. Hardbound, indexed, $19.95. 

Thirty furbearing species found north of Mexico — opossum, beaver, muskrat, nutria, 
coyote, gray wolf, red wolf, artic fox, red fox, gray fox, grizzly/brown bear, black bear, polar 
bear, ringtail, raccoon, marten, fisher, short-tailed weasel, long-tailed weasel, mink, wolverine, 
badger, striped skunk, spotted skunk, river otter, sea otter, mountain lion, lynx, bobcat, and 
northern fur seal — are discussed in this book. There is a short comment for the order and the 
family and then each species (with the weasels, the wolves, and the skunks each treated 
together) is discussed under these headings: introduction, description, distribution (including a 
page-sized map of North America with the occupied areas shaded), travel, locomotion, food, 
behavior, senses, communication, breeding, birth and young, life span, sign, enemies, human 
relations, and commercial value. Several black-and-white photographs are shown for each 
species. There is a glossary and an extensive bibliography. The shortest species account is 
seven pages and the average is about twelve pages, so there is enough information for all but the 
more serious students. 

— Editor 

The Bird Identification Calendar, Common Birds of North America, 1982, illustrated by 
John Sill. Prepared under the direction of the Massachusetts Audubon Society. 12 * 9. The 
Stephen Greene Press, Brattleboro, Vermont. With self-mailer, $6.95. 

Twenty-seven species of birds are illustrated, in color; there is a two-page, seven point, 
discussion of the basics of bird identification; there is a two-page discussion of why endangered 
species are endangered and what can be done about the situation; and there is an appointment 
calendar in the usual format. Sills is a good illustrator, but only twenty-seven species makes the 
title a little grandiose. 


—- Editor 
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ADDITIONAL SPRING MIGRATION REPORT 

The McPherson County report, Mrs. Oona Basset, Tryon, reporter, was received too late 
to be included in the regular tabulation (NBR 49:38). Mrs. Bassett returned to the ranch 21 May, 
so that winter birds and early migrants are not included. The 54 species are: Grebe, Horned Je 
14-30, Eared My 22 -S, Western Je 14; White Pelican My 24 -S, Great Blue Heron My 27 -S, 
Mallard Je 1 -5, Pintail Je 1 -S, Blue-winged Teal Je 24 -S, Northern Shoveler My 27 -S, Redhead 
Je 1, Canvasback Je 1, Ruddy Duck My 22 -S, Swainson’s Hawk My 22 -S, Greater Prairie 
Chicken Je 1 -S, Sharp-tailed Grouse P, Ring-necked Pheasant My 21 -S, American Coot My 22 - 
S, Killdeer My 22 -S, Long billed Curlew My 21 S, Upland Sandpiper My 22 -S, American Avocet 
Je 25 S, Wilson’s Phalarope My 22 -S, Black Tern My 21 -S, Mourning Dove My 21 S 5 Yellow¬ 
billed Cuckoo My 21 -S, Common Nighthawk My 29 -S; Kingbird, Eastern My 21 -S, Western My 
21 -S; Traill’s Flycatcher My 22 -30, Horned Lark P, Barn Swallow My 21 -S, House Wren Je 2, 
Gray Catbird My 22 - 30, Brown Thrasher My 22 S, American Robin My 22, Swainson’s Thrush 
My 22 30; Warbler, Yellow My 22, Yellow-throated My 22, Connecticut My 22; Common 
Yellowthroat My 22, Yellow-breasted Chat My 22 - 28, American Redstart My 24 - 25, House 
Sparrow P, Bobolink Je 14, Western Meadowlark My 22 -S; Blackbird, Yellow-headed My 21-S, 
Red-winged My 21 -S; Oriole, Orchard My 22 -S, Northern My 21 -S; Common Grackle My 22 -S, 
Cardinal Je 3, Lark Bunting My 22 - Je 30; Sparrow, Lark My 28 -S, Chipping My 22 - 24. 
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BOOK REVIEW 

Birds — Their Latin Names Explained, A.F. Gotch, 348 pp., 5 V 2 x 8 %, Blandford Press, 
England, Sterling Publishing Co., Inc., New York. Hardbound, indexed, $22.50. 

“The first five chapters of the book explain the system of classification started by the 
Swedish naturalist Carl von Linne' during the eighteenth century, and which became known as 
the Binominal System. Chapter 6 then sets out this system with reference to the Class Aves — 
the birds — and each of the following chapters is devoted to one of the 27 Orders of birds.” In 
these last chapters the author gives the Order, Family, and Sub-family names and the 
explanation of each, and he gives about 1,850 out of the about 8,600 known species, with an 
explanation of the scientific names and often, but not always, of the common names. He also 
gives the ranges for the species listed, but is a little enthusiastic in using “North America” and 
includes some accidentals and peripheral (e.g., Greenland) species. This is a British book and 
uses their order of presentation, with crows and jays last, a problem easily solved by the index; it 
doesn’t always give the American common name when it differs from the British; and while it 
includes many North American birds not found in Britain, it also leaves out many. This last 
makes it an incomplete reference for us as far as specific species go, but it is an interesting and 
informative book to read and very suitable for browsing. 

— Editor 

A Natural Collection, Steven C. Wilson and Karen C. Hayden, 218 pages, 6 x 9, not 
indexed, both hard and soft bound. An Ethnos Book, Bainbridge Island, Washington. Available 
from the National Audubon Society, New York, $10.00. 

This is a collection of photographs, taken in 1979 along with the Texas seashore (mostly 
Aranas National Wildlife Refuge and Padre Island National Seashore) and two, of Sandhill 
Cranes, in Nebraska. The pictures are wonderful and cover landscapes, insects, plants, animals, 
birds (mostly birds), with a few of people and things, all in color. There are small bits of text 
mixed in with the pictures, but with no specific reference to the pictures. But at the back the 
pictures are described with the time, place, and subjects identified, and sometimes additional 
comments. Conoco, which has produced oil on the Refuge since 1947, underwrote the book and 
gave 5,000 copies to National Audubon Society, but they or their installations come up only a few 
times, and then as background for some natural object. Oil and its effect on the beaches is shown 
a few times too. When it is commented upon, the oil is from the run away Mexican oilwell, Ixtoc 
1, and this presumably is also the case where it isn’t mentioned. This is an enjoyable book to look 
at, and if you can catch your friends before they discover the answers in the back of the book, 
you can amaze them with your identifications. 

— Editor. 

1981 FALL FIELD DAY 

About forty people participated in the 1981 Fall Field Day, which was scheduled from noon 
Saturday 3 October to noon Sunday 4 October, but which was anticipated by early arrivals 
Friday and on Saturday morning. The weather was windy and cool, the skies overcast much of 
the time, with some rain Saturday afternoon, and Sunday morning overcast so that it was hard to 
get colors. But almost as soon as the meeting broke up Sunday noon the sky cleared and 
everybody went home in bright sunshine. There was a slide show Saturday night. Of the reports 
on unusual species, submitted in accordance with the reporting form project adopted at the 
annual meeting (NBR 49:21), the Black-legged Kittiwake (NBR 49:41-42) was selected as the 
most unusual. 

The site was the 4-H Camp, Nebraska National Forest, Halsey. 

Sixty-four species were reported from the Forest or immediately adjacent to it (compared 
to 71 at the 1980 Fall Field Day): Double-crested Cormorant, Great Blue Heron, White-fronted 
Goose, Pintail, Wood Duck; Sharp-shined, Cooper’s, Red-tailed, and Swainson’s Hawks; 
Golden Eagle, Marsh Hawk; Prairie and Peregrine Falcons: American Kestrel, Sharp-tailed 
Grouse, Ring-necked Pheasant, Franklin’s Gull; Rock and Mourning Doves; Great Horned and 
Short-eared Owls; Poor-will, Chimney Swift, Belted Kingfisher, Common Flicker (both forms); 
Hairy and Downy Woodpeckers; Barn Swallow, Blue Jay, Black-billed Magpie, Common Crow, 
Black-capped Chickadee; White-breasted and Red-breasted Nuthatches; American Robin, 
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Hermit Thrush, Eastern Bluebird, Townsend’s Solitaire, Ruby-crowned Kinglet, Cedar 
Waxwing; Orange-crowned, Yellow-rumped, and Wilson’s Warblers; Western Meadowlark, 
Common Grackle, Cardinal, Evening Grosbeak, House Finch, Pine Siskin, American 
Goldfinch, Red Crossbill, Rufous-sided Towhee; Vesper and Lark Sparrows; Dark-eyed Junco; 
Tree, Chipping, Clay-colored, Field, Harris’, White-crowned, White-throated, Lincoln’s, and 
Song Sparrows. The Townsend’s Solitaires were more numerous than usual, but they were 
outnumbered by the Red-Crossbills, whose presence at all was unusual. Fires and a poor food 
crop in their normal area apparently were responsible for the Crossbills’ presence. 

NOTES 

DIXON COUNTY. In mid-March 1981 there were thousands of Snow Geese on the 
Missouri near Ponca, also Canadas, and we saw 6 White-fronteds up close in a plowed field. We 
also saw lots of ducks: Pintails, Ring-necks, Redheads, Mallards, and others. We saw Field 
Sparrows, and in town White-breasted Nuthatches, Robins, and Starlings were everywhere. 

— Iola Pennington, Wauneta, NE 69045 

GREATER PRAIRIE CHICKEN. On 12 December 1980 I flushed a Greater Prairie 
Chicken. I could clearly see the black band across the tail, indicating a male. A short time 
afterwards I was visiting at my brother’s place, and they said that they had seen a flock of 13 fly 
across the road in their area. My observation was in Franklin Co.; theirs in Adams Co. 

— Harold Turner, Nichol Hotel, Minden, NE 68959 

RUDDY TURNSTONES. On 14 May 1981 Mia Hay and I observed 3 Ruddy Turnstones 
on a sandbar in the south channel of the Platte River, at Mormon Island Crane Meadows, south 
of Grand Island inHall Co. This was about 7:30 PM. The birds were all in breeding plumage, and 
they allowed us to get to about 40 yards of them before flying. We watched them for several 
minutes before we flushed them. I am familiar with them from the Great Lakes and the 
Massachusetts coast. 

— Gary Lingle, 619 W. 12th, Grand Island, NE 68801 

LITTLE BLUE HERON. I saw a Little Blue Heron about 11:30 AM 23 May 1981, on the 
Platte River in Buffalo Co., west of the bridge on the Hike-Bike Trail. This is less than a mile east 
of site of the 20 August 1979 sighting reported in NBR 48:89. 

— Dr. J.C.IV. Btiese, 107 E. 27th St., Kearney, NE 68847 

WHOOPING CRANES. On 19 October 1981 two Whooping Cranes in adult plumage were 
sighted in Sherman County, on the Middle Loup River 3 miles east of Rockville. On 27 October 
two birds in adult plumage were sighted in Buffalo County, on the South Loup River 7 miles west 
and .5 mile north of Pleasanton. Both of these sightings were verified by state or federal wildlife 
biologists or conservation officers. The following records of a radio-tagged chick and its parents 
were made by following them in an airplane on their southward migration from Wood Buffalo 
National Park, Canada. They spent the night of 21 October in northeast Montana, west of 
Medicine Creek National Wildlife Refuge. The next day (22 October) They flew nonstop to 
Gordon Creek, in Cherry County 4.5 miles south and 2.5 miles west of Merritt Reservoir. On 23 
October they flew to the Wood River, in Custer County 1 mile northwest of Oconto, and the 
following morning they flew to near Rush Center, Kansas. 

— Ross Lock, Game and Parks Commission, P.O. Box 30370, Lincoln, NE 68503 
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